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America's most visited national park. No entrance fee, a permanent blue haze over ancient forested
peaks, and more species of life than anywhere else in the National Park System.
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INSIDE THE FULL GUIDE

Table of Contents

This is a free preview of the complete 26-page guide. Below is everything included when you purchase

— a few real sample pages follow so you can see the depth and quality before you buy.
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SAMPLE PAGES FROM THE FULL GUIDE

The next 3 pages are pulled directly from the guide, exactly as they appear in the PDF you'd download after
purchase — original page numbers included.
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3 Chimney Tops Trail
A steep climb to a dramatic rock outcrop — rebuilt after the 2016 wildfire

PARKING TAG REQUIRED STRENUOUS I

3.8 mi RT 1,400 ft 2.5-4 hrs Year-round
DISTANCE ELEVATION TIME SEASON

TRAIL OVERVIEW

A short but relentlessly steep climb to a rocky overlook with sweeping views, rebuilt and rerouted after the devastating 2016
Chimney Tops 2 Fire, which started near this trail and went on to reach Gatlinburg. The final exposed rock scramble to the
true double-peaked summit has remained closed since the fire for safety reasons; the current maintained trail ends at an
overlook below it.

TRAILHEAD + LOGISTICS
Chimney Tops Trailhead, on Newfound Gap Road, a short drive from Sugarlands.

CROWD STRATEGY
Popular and often crowded on the narrow trail itself, which can create real bottlenecks on busy weekends.

PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS
The overlook near the trail's end delivers a genuinely dramatic view over the surrounding ridgelines; best in clear morning
light before afternoon haze thickens.

LOCAL INSIDER TIP

This is a shorter but more relentlessly steep trail than its mileage suggests — don't underestimate it based on distance
alone.

TRAIL TIPS + WARNINGS
Steep drop-offs near the endpoint; the closed summit scramble beyond the maintained trail is off-limits and genuinely
dangerous — respect the closure.
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PERMITS + ACCESS

The Parking Tag, Firefly Lottery +
Backcountry Permits

The parking tag is the one requirement that touches nearly every visitor; everything else in this table
applies only to specific activities.

Activity Permit? How to Get It Cost

Parking anywhere over 15 minutes YES (parking tag) Recreation.gov, visitor centers, or trailhead $5/day, $15/week, $40/year
kiosks

Synchronous firefly event (Elkmont, May 20-27, YES (lottery) Recreation.gov lottery, opens April 24, $1 application + $29 if selected

2026) closes April 27

Backcountry camping YES Free self-registration / permit system via the Nightly per-person fee applies

park's backcountry office

LeConte Lodge (summit lodging) YES (reservation) Book directly through LeConte Lodge, Lodge rate applies
extremely limited and competitive

Fishing YES Tennessee or North Carolina state fishing State license fee applies
license, valid park-wide

LECONTE LODGE — BOOK ALMOST A YEAR AHEAD

The only lodging inside the park, reachable exclusively on foot via one of five trails (Alum Cave is the shortest and most
popular), LeConte Lodge has no road access, no electricity beyond generators, and a reservation system that routinely
fills a year in advance for peak season dates. If summiting Mount LeConte is a priority, start checking availability as early
as the lodge allows.
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DAY-BY-DAY

The Perfect 3-Day Smokies Itinerary

This itinerary assumes a Gatlinburg or Townsend base on the Tennessee side, with an optional
extension into North Carolina.

Cades Cove + Abrams Falls

Region: Cades Cove Arrive at dawn for wildlife + traffic

MORNING

« Drive the Cades Cove Loop Road at first light for the best wildlife activity and the least traffic.

« Stop at the Cable Mill Historic Area and the historic churches along the loop.

AFTERNOON

» Hike Abrams Falls from its spur trailhead on the loop.

» Return to Gatlinburg or Townsend for the evening; buy your parking tag if you haven't already.

Newfound Gap Road + Kuwohi

Region: Newfound Gap / Kuwohi Cross into North Carolina for the day

MORNING

 Drive Newfound Gap Road, stopping at the Newfound Gap overlook on the state line.

 Continue to Kuwohi (Clingmans Dome) for the observation tower, or add Andrews Bald if the tower crowd is heavy.

AFTERNOON

« Charlies Bunion via the Appalachian Trail from Newfound Gap, if you have the legs and time for a full-day hike.

» Otherwise, continue into Cherokee, NC for the afternoon and evening.

Waterfalls Around Gatlinburg

Region: Sugarlands / Roaring Fork Pick based on your energy level
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THE FULL GUIDE

What's Inside

Built for people actually planning a trip to Great Smoky Mountains, not skimming a blog post. Here's
everything you get.

26 9 $0 2026

PAGES TRAIL PROFILES ENTRANCE FEE FACT-CHECKED

TRIP-LEVEL PLANNING

> How the parking tag program actually works — the closest thing this fee-free park has to an entrance fee, and it's
required almost everywhere.

> The full 2026 synchronous firefly lottery calendar and how to actually get a parking pass.

> A complete 3-day itinerary covering Cades Cove, Newfound Gap Road, and the best waterfall hikes.

FULL DEPTH, NOT A SUMMARY

> 9 full profiles — Laurel Falls, Alum Cave Trail, Chimney Tops, Ramsey Cascades, Charlies Bunion, Cades Cove Loop
Road, and more.

> The parking tag system, the firefly lottery, and LeConte Lodge's booking window, all verified for 2026.

> Where to stay across five genuinely different gateway towns, dining, bear safety, a photography guide, and a
"Combining Parks" section for the Blue Ridge Parkway and Asheville.

> An FAQ and one-page cheat sheet for a fast pre-visit refresher.

BUILT TO USE IN THE FIELD
Every page is designed to be read on your phone at the trailhead, with no cell signal required once it's downloaded.
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YOU'VE SEEN THE PREVIEW

Get the Full Great Smoky
Mountains Guide

Everything in this preview — plus the rest of the guide in full detail. Fact-checked for 2026 and built to use in the
field.

$15

one-time purchase - instant PDF download - yours to keep

A premium AdventureFamilyVlog.com guide. Built by Jesse & Heather Gariepy, St. George, Utah.
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